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“On the day of the proposal, I stopped by MJ Christensen Diamonds. 
I love their classic, vintage-inspired jewelry, particularly from the 1920s 
and 1930s. I found out they did custom rings, and the Indiana Jones 
idea popped into my head. Aimee loves Indiana Jones! I went home and 
immediately started working on the design.

“I wanted it to be elegant, not gimmicky,” continued Liwag. “I 
played with some wire, trying to visualize it, before I sketched it. I 
wanted to know that the concept worked. From afar, no one would 
ever know it’s a whip or understand the symbolism, but for us it has a 
lot of emotional connection. 

“Once I had a rough sketch, I realized I had to give her something that 
night. I bought a box and aged it with paint and lined it, so it looked like it 
was holding artifacts or treasures. Then, I took a leather pouch and filled it 
with sand from outside the restaurant. I finished just minutes before dinner.”

“I thought the whole idea was pretty awesome, what he put together 
and how creative he was, even though I had no idea what my ring would 
look like or when it would appear,” said Reich. “I hoped it would have an 
Indiana Jones influence because Homer knows I love the movies and with 
the way he proposed, I had an inkling.”

Now that she said, “yes,” Liwag took the sketch to Rusty Miller, director 
of design services at MJ Christensen Diamonds, to bring to life.

“Generally, clients who want a custom ring have a vague idea of the 
design, and it’s usually more traditional,” said Miller. “Homer, on the 
other hand, had a very specific idea. Everything went much smoother 
than expected because he did so much work beforehand. There were 
some challenges, such as how to engrave the cross hatches in the whip, 
and whether the mount would securely hold the diamond in place. In the 
end, it all worked out beautifully.”

“Aimee’s favorite color is yellow, so the ring is a yellow diamond in a 
platinum setting,” said Liwag. “It looks like the end of the whip is holding 
the golden idol.”

About six weeks passed. Then ring in hand, Liwag needed a special 
way to present it.

“We took a trip to London,” said Reich. “He presented me with five 
vintage boxes and used his magic skills to help me eliminate them one by 
one until the last one held the ring. I freaked out! It was literally like looking 
at a treasure. It was a great, amazing feeling to have something he designed 
especially for me. Now I wear it all the time. I never take it off!”

With Reich’s engagement ring secure, Liwag’s thoughts turned to 
his own band. “I decided I wanted something special, too, and since I felt 
confident in Rusty’s ability to translate the emotion of a pencil sketch 
into a three-dimensional ring, I approached him with an idea. A few years 
back I had designed a deck of cards that had a sci-fi/industrial/robotic 
influence. I took the artwork to Rusty and he beautifully translated it into 
my ring. He’s very talented. When he showed it to me, it blew me away! 
I’ve been wearing it since I brought it home.”

All that’s left now are the actual wedding plans, but a magician does 
not disclose his secrets.

“We want it to be as good or better than anything that’s been done,” 
said Liwag. “Just like the rings, it will be elegant and the attention will be 
in the details such as the menu design and the color palette.”

Reich agrees. “We don’t know all the details yet. I just know it will be 
special and unique, and we’ll put our personalities into it.” q

whipped! ::


